Reunion Weekend 2009
The reunion 2009 was the celebration of 70 years of RAF Bomb Disposal operations.  As most of you know, the RAF began its operations in 1939 and the full (ish) history of RAFBD is chronicled on the website at www.rafbdhistory.co.uk. If you wish to read it all.

The weekend started as it normally does with a meet and greet in the bar at the North Stafford Hotel which for this reunion was in Stoke on Trent.  The hotel is situated directly opposite the railway station and there is a very good bus service into the town centre

The AGM began at 5.30 pm with an address by the President Bob Spalding.  The Chairman/Secretary gave his report as did the Treasurer/Webmaster.  Then the Archivist appealed for more stories and any articles of interest. All existing Officers of the Association were asked to remain in post for another year and voted en bloc by the members.  The meeting closed about an hour later around 6.30 which gave enough time to partake of the carvery dinner and sit about having a drink or two with old friends.
Saturday dawned and after breakfast we all boarded coaches for a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum.  The weekend at the arboetum coincided with another two occasions namely, the opening and dedication of the new RAFA Memorial  and the Berlin Airlift reunion weekend.
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The New RAFA Memorial
We laid a wreath at the new The Armed Forces Memorial and dipped the standard then after, we had the group photo beside the obelisk.
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The highlight of the day was the flyover of a WW2 Dakota and other aircraft of the period and then a flyover by the Red Arrows.  The weather could not have been nicer, it was sunny and bright and ideal for a walk around what is probably the best memorial area in the United Kingdom.  
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The Armed Forces Memorial.

The Armed Forces Memorial (AFM), dedicated in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen on 12 October 2007, is a nationally significant focus for Remembrance, providing recognition and thanks for those who have given their lives in the service of the country since the two World Wars. 
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The Memorial is a stunning piece of architecture designed by Liam O'Connor which draws its inspiration from the ancient landscapes of prehistoric Britain and the classical forms of ancient Rome. It consists of a large 6 metre high earth mound, reducing from 100 metres wide at the base to just 50 metres wide at the top and based on early British barrows or tumuli. The spiralling walkway up the grassy, tree-planted slopes provides accessibility to people of all ages and mobility. 

At the top of the mound stands a 43 metre diameter stone structure with two curved walls and two straight walls, constructed of 200,000 bricks faced with Portland stone panels. The panels contain the names of those honoured by the Memorial. In the centre of this structure is bronze wreath, flanked by two evocative bronze sculptures.
The day at the Arboretum came to a close and we returned to the hotel to prepare for the dinner and evening of fun.

The Gala dinner went down well with good food and specially labelled wine to accompany.  After the dinner and speeches, the raffle.  What a raffle! There must have been well over 70 prizes all of which were donated by the members attending the function.  Once again we had an auction for wooden model aircraft made by George Cook together with a stainless steel model of Concorde.  We raised £150 which went to Great Ormond Street Hospital.  2 books were also auctioned, The books are a hard copy of the RAFBDA Website written by Paul Steele our treasurer and webmaster.  Four copies were given to Paul by his friends where he worked in London, as a parting gift when he left in July and he decided to donate 2 to the auction.

The dinner came to a close and people departed to their rooms and to look forward to Sunday which was a leisure day for people to do as they please.

Sunday came and a few of us went to some of the Stoke Museums and some to the Gladstone Pottery.
You can travel back in time and discover the history of the the Potteries, including the world's greatest collection of Staffordshire ceramics and also see Reginald Mitchell's World War 2 Spitfire and all sorts of art and crafts but the ceramics are the highlight of this museum in my humble opinion I was staggered at the craftsmanship of some of the larger pieces of Minton and Royal Doulton and the Wedgewood exhibit was of great interest to those who are familiar with production lines. 




The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery



Gladstone Pottery
Gladstone is the only complete Victorian pottery factory from the days when coal-burning ovens made the world's finest bone china. Explore the cobbled yard, with huge bottle kilns and take part in daily workshops.
Sunday evening after dinner, was spent in the bar chatting and remembering old times and nothing much happened.  It was a relaxed atmosphere and people generally drifted off to their rooms as the evening went on.

Monday we departed for home after breakfast, one or two stayed a little longer and some even  stayed an extra night but in general, a good time was had by all.

We look forward to the next reunion at Newcastle in October 2010. You will all receive notification of the actual dates in due course and also a proforma to book your accomodation at the Britannia Hotel at Newcastle Airport.
Paul Steele

(All photographs are copyright to me except the Armed Forces Memorial, the Potteries Museum and Gladstone Pottery.)






